
MINUTES OF THE 

JOINT CAPITAL FACILITIES & GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS 

APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING

MONDAY, JANUARY 29, 2007, 2:00 P.M.

RoomW025, West Office Building, State Capitol Complex

Members Present: Sen. Scott K. Jenkins, Committee Co-Chair

Rep. D. Gregg Buxton, Committee Co-Chair

Sen. Mike Dmitrich
Sen. Darin Peterson

Rep. DeMar “Bud” Bowman

Rep. Stephen Clark 
Rep. Janice M. Fisher

Rep. Fred R. Hunsaker

Rep. Gordon Snow
Rep. Mark Walker

Rep. Richard Wheeler

Members Excused: Sen. Sheldon Killpack

Rep. Ralph Becker

Staff Present: Steve Allred, Fiscal Analyst

Todd Wardrop, Fiscal Analyst

Bonnie Brinton, Committee Secretary

Public Speakers Present: Richard Kendell, Commissioner, State Board of Regents, Utah 

System of Higher Education
Lorris Betz, Dean, Medical School, Vice President, Health 

Science, University of Utah

 Maureen Keefe, Dean, College of Nursing, University of Utah
 Michael Perez, Vice President, Facilities Management, University 

of Utah

Raymond T. Coward, Executive Vice President and Provost, Utah 
State University

Noelle E. Cockett, Dean, College of Agriculture, Utah State 

University
Ann Milner, President, Weber State University

Norman Tarbox, Vice President, Administrative Services, Weber 

State University
Michael Benson, President, Southern Utah University

Wes Curtis, Assistant to the President, Southern Utah University

Brad Winn, Provost, Snow College
Claudia Jarrett, Sanpete County Commissioner

Stanley J. Plewe, Vice President, College Services, Dixie State 
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College

Kevin Walthers, Vice President, College of Eastern Utah
Frank Lojko, Director, Institutional Research, Dixie State College

William  Sederburg, President, Utah Valley State College

Sam Rushford, Vice President, School of Technology, Utah 
Valley State College

Cynthia A. Bioteau, President, Salt Lake Community College

Whitney Kevern, President, Student Government, Salt Lake 
Community College

Kenneth Grover, Salt Lake City School District

Dr. McKell Withers, Salt Lake City School District
Robert O. Brems, President, Utah College of Applied Technology

Campus President Clay Christensen, UCAT Mountainland ATC

Campus President Michael Bouwhuis, UCAT Davis ATC
Brent Petersen, Vice President of Operations, UCAT Davis ATC

Campus President Brent Wallis, UCAT Ogden/Weber ATC

Campus President Richard VanAusdal, UCAT Dixie ATC
Campus President Dana Miller, UCAT Southwest ATC

A list of visitors and a copy of handouts are filed with the Subcommittee minutes.

Co-Chair Buxton called the meeting to order at 2:10 p.m. 

1. Approve Minutes

MOTION:  Sen. Jenkins moved to approve the minutes of January 25, 2007.

The motion passed unanimously with Sen. Dmitrich absent for the vote.

2. State-Funded Capital Project Requests

Richard Kendell, Commissioner, State Board of Regents, Utah System of Higher Education,

explained the quantitative system used to develop a prioritized list of capital development projects

for the higher education institutions.  He also stated that one of the essential funding components
in the capital facilities process is the appropriation of the Capital Improvement (AR&I) funds. 

These funds allow the USHE institutions to address building and project maintenance issues on an

annual basis.

Mr. Kendell distributed handouts showing USHE State Funded Facilities and Enrollment
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Growth 1987-2006.  

a. UU College of Nursing Renovation/Addition

Lorris Betz, Dean, Medical School, Senior Vice President, Health Science; Maureen Keefe,
Dean, College of Nursing; and Michael Perez, Vice President, Facilities Management, University

of Utah, presented the request for this project which will accomplish two important things: 

upgrade the existing building and help address the nursing shortage.  Further, the project would
expand the east campus chiller plant and remove the building's older stand-alone chiller plants. 

The University has raised $9 million in private funds, or half the construction costs of the nursing

building upgrade.  The University requests state funds of $13,775,000 for the building renovation
and east campus chiller plant expansion ($4,775,000).  The total estimated cost is $22,775,000.

b. USU Agriculture Building

Raymond T. Coward, Executive Vice President and Provost; and Noelle E. Cockett, Dean,

College of Agriculture, presented the request for this project which will be used to demolish the
old USU Agricultural Science Building and Lund Hall and construct a new facility to be shared by

the USU College of Agriculture and the U.S. Department of Agriculture:  Agriculture Research

Services (ARS).  USU's request for $3 million is for design.  ARS will provide $2.5 million for
design.  Ultimately, ARS will contribute about $40 million to the project.  While the State will

fund 50% of the new facility, USU students and staff will actually use 80% of the building.  The

total estimated cost is $83,110,000.

c. WSU Classroom Building/Chiller Plant

Ann Milner, President; and Norman Tarbox, Vice President, Administrative Services; Weber

State University, presented the request for this project.  During the 2006 General Session the

Legislature appropriated $2 million to design a building to replace Buildings 1 and 2 and a chiller
plant.  Total construction costs are estimated at $30,950,000.  WSU has raised $6 million to defray

the State's cost.  The total estimated new State funds needed are $22,950,000.

d. SUU Science Center Addition

Michael Benson, President; and Wes Curtis, Assistant to the President; Southern Utah
University, presented this request which will be used to construct a four-story addition to the

existing SUU Science Center.  The project will include demolition of the Life Science Building. 

Eighty-five percent of the new space will be laboratory and 15 percent office space.  The addition
will provide space for the Departments of Agriculture and Nutrition, Biology and Chemistry. 

President Benson stated that a $3 million commitment has been received from an anonymous
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donor.  The total request is $20,727,000.  

President Benson also presented a request for a Utah Shakespearean Festival - Land

Acquisition at a preliminary cost estimate of $2,175,000.  He stated that additional land is required

for the Utah Shakespearean Festival's Centre for the Performing Arts complex.  For the past 13
years, through the efforts of private donors and with the support of SUU, the Utah Legislature, and

the Governor's office, the Festival has been successful in acquiring property and developing

architectural plans for its proposed performing arts and retail centre.  As the project moves
forward, it is paramount that additional properties be acquired to create an appropriate "buffer

zone" between the commercial and theatrical portions of the Centre and the historic neighborhoods

which surround SUU.

e. Snow College Library/Classroom Building

Brad Winn, Provost, Snow College; and Claudia Jarrett, Sanpete County Commissioner;

presented this request which will be used to construct a new library for Snow College. 

Approximately 4,000 sq. ft. of the new library will be shared space with Sanpete County.  The
County is donating $1 million toward the project.  The new library has been the College's number

one priority for the past five years and is an integral part of the campus master plan.  The project is

68,700 sq. ft. and will be constructed on the southwest corner of Snow's central quad where four
campus buildings have been demolished.  The total request is $17,651,000, with a total estimated

cost of $20,951,000.

Mr. Winn listed other funding sources as follows:  $2,000,000 from private donations;

$1,000,000 CIB loan to be repaid by Sanpete County; $100,000 from Ephraim City and $200,000

from a federal grant.

f. DSC Centennial Building

Stanley J. Plewe, Vice President, College Services; and Frank Lojko, Director, Institutional

Research; Dixie State College, presented this request which will be used to construct a new

Centennial Commons Building.  The project includes the demolition of the Student Services
Center and the Career and Advisement Center.  The new facility will provide for critical expansion

or replacement space for multi-disciplined programs, college administration, student support and

classroom/laboratory space.  The total request is for $71,050,000.

g. CEU Dormitory Mortgage Payoff

Kevin Walthers, Vice President, College of Eastern Utah, presented this request in behalf of

President Ryan Thomas who is ill.  Mr. Walthers explained that during the 1980s and 1990s CEU
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ambitiously added dormitories to its campuses through rural development mortgages. 

Unfortunately, out-of-area student enrollment growth did not occur as hoped, leaving the school
with more dorm beds than out-of-area students.  Without filling the beds the College struggles to

make its mortgage payments, and is using an FY 2002 legislative appropriation of $250,000 to the

School's scholarship fund to provide tuition scholarships to students who agree to live in the
dormitories and pay rent.

Further, the Vice President stated that a one-time payment of $2,184,500 would pay off all
remaining mortgages and allow the College to begin making scholarship decisions based on

academic merit rather than a budgetary predicament.  If the Legislature paid off the mortgage debt,

CEU's only remaining debt would be $970,000 in bond principal for the Burtenshaw dorms.  Mr.
Walthers stated that the College could make those bond payments of approximately $95,000 per

year.

Co-Chair Buxton declared a conflict of interest.

h. UVSC Science/Health Building Addition

William  Sederburg, President; and Dean Sam Rushford, Vice President, School of

Technology, Utah Valley State College, presented an update on the progress of the Digital
Learning Center and stated that this request which will be used to construct an addition to the

existing UVSC Science Building to house Biology, Nursing, Community Health and Dental

Hygiene.  The addition will also include modern laboratories for advanced course work and
instruction, plus additional classrooms, offices and lecture halls.  This project will also include

construction of a new 5,000 sq. ft. central heating and cooling plant.  The total request is

$47,645,000.  

President Sederburg also explained UVSC's need to expand its services to the community

outside of the central Orem campus.  He stated that it is imperative that the School secure precious
Utah County land for future educational needs.  He identified 12 acres available east of Parkway

Crossing that is contiguous to the campus and requested $6 million in one-time money for the land

acquisition.

i. SLCC Digital Design/Communications/Student Life Center

Cynthia A. Bioteau, President; Whitney Kevern, President, Student Government; and Kenneth

Grover, Salt Lake City School District; presented this request which will be used to construct a

new Digital Design/Communication Center and Student Life Center at the SLCC South City
Campus.  The project will add 55 classrooms/class labs in addition to offices, conference space

and student support and activity space.  The project involves a partnership between the Salt Lake
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City School District, SLCC and its Student Association.  Salt Lake City School District will

contribute $3,600,000 for shared use of the new facility and the SLCC Student Association will
provide $8,600,000 to fund a new Student Life Center.  The total request is $49,679,000 and the

total estimated cost is $61,878,743.

Dr. McKell Withers, Salt Lake City School District, spoke in support of the project.  Because

of time restraints, President Bioteau was not able to complete her DVD presentation and offered to

provide a copy of the presentation to Subcommittee members.

j. UCAT MATC Northern Utah County Building

Robert O. Brems, President, Utah College of Applied Technology, introduced the five requests

for UCAT:  three facilities and two land purchases.  

Campus President Clay Christensen presented this request which will be used to construct the

initial building at the Mountainland Applied Technology College North Utah County Campus.  In

the 2006 General Session, the Legislature appropriated $3,250,000 to purchase approximately 22
acres of property at Thanksgiving Point to establish a new ATC in this rapidly growing area. 

MATC is the fastest growing ATC in the UCAT system at 13% growth per year, and this project

was ranked #1 by the UCAT Board of Trustees.  The total request is $14,855,000.

k. UCAT DATC Technology/Manufacturing Building

Campus President Michael Bouwhuis and Brent Petersen, Vice President of Operations,

presented this request which will be used to construct a new Technology & Manufacturing

Building at Davis ATC.  The new facility will enable the College to expand existing programs and
add new programs.  The new facility will be constructed as a combined high-bay and two-story

facility designed to maximize space while accommodating the high tech training demands required

by the industry to train competent employees.

The request if for $14,240,000 for a new Technology/Manufacturing Building.  The DATC

has raised $600,000 from a private donor and $160,000 in equipment will be donated from private
industry.  

l. UCAT OWATC Health Technology Building

Campus President Brent Wallis presented this request which will be used to construct a new

Health Technology Building on the main campus of the Ogden/Weber Applied Technology
College.  A new facility will enable OWATC to consolidate healthcare programs currently taught

at three different locations.  Consolidating these programs will free up about 19,000 sq. ft. of
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space for the expansion of computer technology programs.  The total request is for $18,613,000.

m. UCAT DXATC Land Purchase

Campus President Richard VanAusdal presented this request which will be used to purchase
approximately 19 acres in Washington County to establish a campus for Dixie Applied

Technology College.  Because of the rapid growth in Washington County and the large demand for

trained workers, the ATC is rapidly outgrowing the existing facilities and is in need of a
permanent campus with sufficient facilities for all of ATC programs.  The total request is for

$5,500,000.

n. UCAT SWATC Land Purchase

Campus President Dana Miller presented this request which will be used to purchase
approximately 11 acres of property in Cedar City adjacent to the existing Southwest ATC. 

SWATC is in the sixth year of a seventeen-year lease-purchase agreement with the Iron County

School District.  At the end of the lease-purchase, SWATC will own the building outright but Iron
County School District will continue to own the parking lots and surrounding grounds.  By

purchasing the land, SWATC will have room to expand its programs at its current location.  If the

State doesn't buy the property, the owners intend to sell to a real estate developer.  

The total request is $2,282,000 for the purchase.  This is a one-time opportunity since the land

will not be available next year.

President Brems provided Subcommittee members with an UCAT Annual Report which

charted Student Headcount History from 2002-2006 at each ATC.  

MOTION:  Co-Chair Jenkins moved to adjourn.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:50 p.m. by Co-Chair Buxton.

The minutes were reported by Bonnie Brinton.  

                                                                                                                                            

Sen. Scott K. Jenkins                                                         Rep. David G. Buxton

Committee Co-Chair                                                          Committee Co-Chair


